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Purpose  

 
 

o Outline considerations for our decision on air zones 

 
 

o Describe air zone management within the context of the national 

Air Quality Management System (AQMS) 

 
 

 

 

2 



3 

The Air Quality Management System 

• The System is an interconnected set of drivers and 

mechanisms that governments will use to achieve 

continuous improvements to air quality. 

 

• In October 2012, the Canadian Council of Ministers of the 

Environment (CCME) agreed to move forward with the 

implementation of the System. 

 

• A key element of the System is air quality management 

by provinces and territories in air zones (Air Zone 

Management), with air zone delineation as the first step. 

 

• Under the AQMS, provinces and territories are 

responsible for delineating and managing air zones 

based on regional/local environmental circumstances.  

 

• Jurisdictions committed to delineate and set air zone 

management levels beginning in 2014. To date, all 

provinces and territories except for Ontario, Manitoba and 

Quebec have delineated air zones.   
 

 CANADIAN AMBIENT AIR  

QUALITY STANDARDS 

Note: Appendix B contains a brief description of the other elements of the System. 
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Air Zones – Overview & Related 

Reporting Protocols & Requirements 

• An air zone is a geographic area that typically exhibits similar air quality characteristics, 

issues and trends. 
 

• Air zones will play a key role in air quality management, and are expected to provide a 

framework for governments and stakeholders to work together to manage and improve 

air quality. 

 

• Air zones are also important for reporting on air quality and taking appropriate action 

towards CAAQS achievement, where necessary.  

• Under the AQMS, jurisdictions report to the public on progress in meeting the CAAQS within 

their air zones. 

• Once air zones are finalized, Ontario can begin reporting on achievement of the CAAQS by air 

zone.  

• Part of air zone management means that progressively more rigorous actions are expected to 

be taken in an air zone as air quality approaches or exceeds the CAAQS. 

 

 

  

 

 

*Note: CAAQS are not enforceable standards; they represent national benchmarks 
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Ontario’s Air Zones – Background/Rationale 

• Ontario’s delineation of air zones is based broadly on:  

• air quality characteristics, patterns, and trends;  

• emissions sources and types;  

• geography/topography;   

• types of local issues and management actions that may be required to improve or maintain air 

quality in a particular zone. 

 

• Air quality in northern Ontario is generally better than in the south; however, in 

examining the various constituents of air pollution, there is no single air quality pattern 

in Ontario given the different origins and behaviour of contaminants. 

 

• Modelling and mapping air quality pollutant distribution are subject to numerous factors 

such as emission sources, spatial and temporal distribution of emissions, primary vs. 

secondary pollutants, transboundary effects, and chemical/physical interactions. 

5 



Ontario’s Air Zones – 3 Categories 

Air Zone Category 1 - Areas with 

limited pollution from either point or 

non-point sources or transboundary 

influence; where air quality 

management activities are focused on 

maintaining good air quality. 

 

Air Zone Category 2 - Areas under 

pressure from multiple sources 

including some or all of the following: 

non-point sources, smaller point 

sources, individual large industrial 

point sources, transboundary 

influences; where air quality 

management activities are focused on 

multiple broad-based initiatives 

targeting many sources. 

 

Air Zone Category 3 - Areas with a 

concentration of large industrial 

sources; where air quality 

management activities are focused on 

the abatement of local industrial 

emissions as well as non-industrial 

sources. 

 

 

6 

Air Zone Geography 

Zone 1 Majority of Northern Ontario 

Zone 2 Majority of Southern Ontario, Sault. Ste. Marie and the City of Greater Sudbury 

Zone 3 City of Hamilton, Sarnia-Area (including the city of Sarnia and Township of St. Clair) 



Public Proposal Posting & Consultation 

The ministry posted the air zone delineation proposal on the Environmental Registry for a 

45 day public review and comment period between June 22, 2015 and August 6, 2015. 

  

• Twenty-two (22) formal submissions were received and analyzed. Of these, eight (8) 

were generally supportive, seven (7) withheld judgment or remained neutral, 

requesting additional information/detail, and seven (7) expressed concerns. 

 

The final decision on air zone delineation is the same as that originally proposed. No 

changes were recommended following review and analysis of the feedback received. 
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Overview of Feedback & Ministry Response 
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Comment Response 

Difficult to comment on appropriateness of air 

zones without details on approach to air zone 

management (AZM) 

The approach to AZM in Ontario is currently under development.  It is expected to build on existing 

legislation, regulations and policies, and involve partnerships with local governments, stakeholders and 

communities. The Ministry plans to engage key stakeholders and the public on the approach to AZM at a 

later date. 

The focus on industrial sources and emissions 

for air zone category 3 unnecessarily targets 

industry; Sarnia and Hamilton could be classified 

as air zone 2 based on air quality data. 

It is up to provinces and territories to delineate and manage their air zones based on regional/local 

circumstances. Ontario’s proposed delineation of air zones is not based on air quality alone, but broadly 

based on a number of factors, including: air quality characteristics, issues, trends and sources of pollution.  

Toronto/adjacent regions comprising the 

GTA may be better suited as part of Zone 3 or 

as a new zone focused on transportation-

related emissions, mobile sources, as well as 

smaller industrial sources.   

Regardless of the air zone classification, air quality management actions and activities will be 

tailored to the needs of the community based on the sources and types of pollution.  

 

Current air zone categories provide sufficient flexibility that this type of concern can be addressed 

without creating a new category of air zone. 

Ontario should consider periodic review of air 

zones if air quality improves and/or sources, 

issues, and circumstances change for a 

particular community or region. 

Air zone categories and boundaries may be reviewed if the need arises, for example, due to changes in 

air quality patterns and sources, and/or population distribution.  

Concerns with the large geographic area and 

variability of zones 1 and 2 in terms of air quality, 

urban vs. rural communities, population density, 

and major transportation corridors.  Recognition 

that different areas and sources within the zones 

may require different AZM approaches. 

 

Enquiries about the role of communities, 

local/regional governments and municipalities in 

AZM.  

 

The approach to air zone management (AZM) in Ontario is currently under development. The Ministry 

plans to engage key stakeholders and the public on the approach at a later date, and expects to 

collaborate with key partners and stakeholder to implement air zone management and determine the most 

appropriate ways to improve local air quality.  

 

Regardless of the air zone classification, air quality management actions and activities will be tailored to 

the needs of the community based on the sources and types of pollution.  



Management Activities 

Zone Anticipated Types of Management Activities 

 

Zone 1 

Proactive air management measures, such as: 

• Ongoing regional and locally focused air quality monitoring 

• Implementation of regulatory framework for air emissions (including O. Reg. 419) 

• Public education and reporting 
 

 

Zone 2 

Early and ongoing actions for continuous quality improvement, as well as targeted, active 

efforts such as:  

• Ongoing programs and initiatives (e.g. Drive Clean) and targeted compliance and 

inspection efforts 

• Collaborative work with other jurisdictions (U.S. & Quebec in particular) 

• Site specific orders and standards 

• Emissions inventories 

• Stakeholder engagement and community involvement 

 

Zone 3 

Advanced air zone management actions and strategies, such as: 

• Implementation of the Local Integrated Air Strategy 

• Community-specific action plans and activities 

• Public education and reporting on status and progress 

• Frequent, proactive inspection of facilities 
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Note: Activities in the Green Zone would also take place in Yellow and Red Zones. Activities in the Yellow Zone would also take place in the Red Zone. 
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Next Steps 

• Follow-up with key stakeholders and partners to present the final air zone delineation 

decision and rationale, and solicit thoughts on how to address remaining concerns as 

part of the approach to air zone management. 
 

• Continue to work with internally to develop the approach to implementation of air 

zone management, including tie in to the existing air quality policies and programs. 
 

• Engage publicly on an approach to air zone management. 
 

• The approach to AZM in Ontario is currently under development and is expected to be the 

subject of public and stakeholder engagement at a later date. 
 

• Ontario’s approach to AZM will include the following considerations: 
 

• AZM tools and approaches will be based on existing legislation, regulations and policies, as 

well as collaboration with local communities and stakeholders to support continuous 

improvements within a given air zone. 
 

• The Ministry’s role in AZM will likely be more proactive and directive where air quality is poor 

(according to the CAAQS). 

 

 

 


